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	STRAND: Christian Church

KEY IDEA 2
The Christian Community is shaped by and shapes its cultural and historical contexts.

	OUTCOMES(S)

CC2.2

Students draw conclusions about the purpose of the Christian church in the local community

Children reflect on their own families and identify what families do.
Children explore the concept of God’s family, comparing and contrasting their own families to Gods family.

Children brainstorm, research, interview and observe to explore the question ‘”What is Church?”

	UNIT OVERVIEW

Throughout this unit the students will explore the concept of Christian community and God’s family by reflecting on their personal experiences.  The students begin by reflecting on the roles and responsibilities of people within their own families. Through interviews, visits to local churches, bible reading, reflection on school worship experiences and personal sharing, the students will then build a picture of what being a part of God’s family can involve.  The students will then make comparisons between their families and God’s family, creating the understanding of the personal nature of being a part of God’s family – The Church. It is hoped that this unit will assist the children in becoming more comfortable with classroom and school worship and encourage further exploration of Church, perhaps even fostering a desire to attend worship outside of school.

	CONTRIBUTION TO LQL



	STUDENTS/LEARNERS PROFILES

In developing this unit we were aware that a large number of our students had no experience of church or worship outside of their school experience.  Therefore we needed to link the concept of God’s family with a context with which they were familiar, hence the initial focus on their own families.
We also knew that those students with church backgrounds came with a wide variety of experiences which we hoped to draw upon. 

	ESSENTIAL/GUIDING QUESTION/STATEMENT

What is Church?
Does being a part of church have any personal value for people?

	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT UNIT

Churches willing to open doors for class visits.
People with a variety of church experiences to interview.


	LINKS TO LIFE

LIFE 




	STUDENT QUESTIONS

What is family?

Who is in your family?

Are all families the same? Why?

What is special about your family?

Does God have a family?

Who is in God’s family?

Is there anything special about God’s family?

What is church?

Are all churches the same? Why?

Do churches change?

	LINKS TO OTHER CURRICULUM AREAS

ENGLISH – Speaking and listening, Viewing, Reading, Writing.

ARTS – Drama

SOSE

HEALTH
Pre- Primary Worship participation

Art – 3D construction – box construction churches
	RESOURCES TO SUPPORT TEACHERS

Family Photos from students

Photographs of families – multicultural.

Story telling aids

Books/posters/stories depicting churches.



	ASSESSMENT

Students share results in pictorial and verbal form of their interviews with people from church.  Take a photo of the children interviewing. Children need to be able to recall some of the ideas shared in the interviews eg. Tell what types of activities people in churches are involved in, list what one might see in a church, discuss some of the reasons people go to church, ideas about why people go to church and what they might find out there.
Students record 6 things they know about ‘Church’ through drawing and having words scribed for them.  The pictures should include some of the following:  Physical aspects of a church eg. Candles, altar, instruments, stained glass windows; activities, such as prayer or singing, which might be done in a church, helping activities, such as visiting or sharing food, which people might be involved in through a church


	KNOWLEDGE STUDENTS NEED TO KNOW TO ACHIEVE THE OUTCOME (“students know…”)

	The children know, from personal experience, what it means to them, to be a part of a family or group in our community. By the completion of the unit it is hoped that the children have built the following understandings about church.

1. Christians are people who love Jesus

2. People gather together as churches.

3. People make choices about the church community they wish to belong to.

4. There are buildings called churches – special places where Christians meet to worship God.

5. Churches have various functions. (eg. Worship, prayer, support, fellowship..)




	LINKS 

TO LQL
	LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
	OPPORTUNITIES STUDENTS HAVE TO DEMONSTRATE LEARNING (“students can…”)
	DIFFERENTIATION

	
	Week One
Introduction

Look at photos and pictures of families.

Exploration

· What do you think these pictures are of?

· Are all families the same? Why? What are the differences?

· What makes a family?

· Who is in your family?

· What is special about your family?

Consolidation

Concertinas folded families- Colour and write the names of each family member. Think about who makes up your family.

Week 2:  What do families do?

Introduction

Place a wide variety of household and other items that are symbolic of the different things family members do.

eg: pots and pans (cooking) toy car (transporting) love heart (love) bandaid (caring) etc.

Exploration

· What do people do in families?

· What do people in your family do? (Roles)

Consolidation

Ask children to bring in and share photos of their families.

Make a list of what their families do (love, care, share, go out for tea etc)

Write and draw about what each family member does.

Week 3 & 4: Does God have a family?

Introduction

Revise list of what families do.

Exploration

· We’ve talked about our own families, are there any other types of families?

· Does God have a family?

· Who’s in God’s family?

· Does God’s family do the same things that our families do? (look at list)

· Is there anything special or different about God’s family? (unrelated, common belief, faith,)

Discuss what God’s family might do- worship, pray, evangelise etc

Make a mural of cut out people. Join ‘people together in a circle to create a mural with ‘God’s family’ in the middle. Who could these people be?
Consolidation

1. Find out what happens in God’s family and how.  Design and conduct an interview for a panel of people who have extensive and/or varied church experiences.

Share and present results by drawing/writing about what students learned.

Week 5 & 6 : What is Church?

Introduction

Brainstorm responses to “What is “Church”?

Exploration

Church is not just a building but also another name for God’s family.

· Are all churches the same?  Why? 

· Are all church buildings the same? (look at pictures)

· What do people do in church buildings?

Go to the Chapel and have chaplain talk about the different parts of the church Chapel.

Visit another church (possibly St. John’s Perth) and have a look and talk to the pastor.

Consolidation

Make a collage picture of a church and label.

Make a “What I have found out” board.  Brainstorm information that children have found out about what a church is.

Make ‘box construction’ churches. Label.

 Week 7:  Do Churches Change?

Introduction

Have a play dough birthday cake with candles.

What do you think this is?

When do we have a birthday cake?

Exploration

Talk about the start of the church- The church’s birthday

Read stories from Acts about the day of Pentecost.

· Do you think the Church in the Bible is the same as our church today?

· How would it be the same?

· How would it be different?

Consolidation

Draw pictures of the Pentecost story

Draw pictures and scribe about the similarities and differences of the church between then and now.

Week 8

Students filling a sheet with six circles placed on it and the word “church” in the middle.  They are asked to draw/write in the circles what they know about “church.”


	Respond to pictures of families by participating in group discussion.

Reflect on the make up of their own family and create a concertina model.

Identify and create a group list of what families do.

Reflect on the roles of their own families.

Explore the question of whether God has a family through class discussion.

Compare and contrast student’s families and church family.

Devise a set of interview questions to find out what God’s family does.

Share and present interview findings.

Brainstorm responses to the question “What is Church”

Cooperate as a group to discuss and share ideas about churches
Observe and comment on church buildings

Locate the presence of Christian churches in the local community

Identify church building characteristics (eg altar, cross, arches, stained glass windows)

Talk about the churches children attend or know about

Talk about why people might go to church.

Listen to and discuss the Pentecost story.

Compare some aspects of life/church in biblical times with today.

Display personal understanding of ‘church’.
	Encourage all students to be involved in group discussion.  Some students may need one on one questioning.
Some students will require assistance with cutting concertina people. 
Write/ scribe for children who are unable to do this for themselves.

Assist scribing for children.

(Throughout this unit most children will require an adult to write for them, and some will require assistance with drawing.)





























































