	Learning 

Area


	CHRISTIAN STUDIES

Strand: Christian Church

	Unit Title
	What is the Church?

	Overview
	Explore the 2 meanings of church as a building and as a community of believers.

	Band
	Beg
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Strand
	
CB
	CC
	CL
	CW

	Guiding

Questions
	What is a church?

Are all churches the same?

What does a church provide?

What does a church need?




	Term
	One

	 Unit Duration
	10 weeks

	Key Idea(s)
	The Christian community is shaped by and shapes its cultural and historical contexts.

	Teacher
	Miss Spalding

	Class
	Year 2

	Outcome(s)
	CC 2.2

Students draw conclusions about the purposes of the Christian church in the local community.



	Students know…
	Students can…
	Learning Experiences
	Assessment

	Community of believers

-The two meanings of church as building and community of believers.

The five functions of the church:

1.Christians meet together to worship God.

2.Sharing the faith with the community.

3.Growing in understanding of God.

4.Christians meet together as a church to help and encourage each other service.

5.Serving the community.
	-Retell the Pentecost story and explain what this means for people today.

-Explain ways the church acts as a family and cares for people.

-Interact with members of the local church and identify their roles.

-present findings of what Christians do as Christian church.

	Week 2: First question: What is a church? 
The unit will begin by exploring the children’s understanding of the concept of “church” through compiling a mind map and converting this to a list. Visit the chapel and talk with Pastor Adrian and Chaplain Di.

Students to think of questions before the visit.

Set up a mini church service for students to experience.

Students write about their experience and retell the church service. 

Visit as many local churches as possible. Take lots of photos, sort, talk, add to list, make large charts, encourage wondering … establish some questions the children raise
The outcome of these experiences will be either introducing or developing the understanding that “the church is people who believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour”. 
Week 3: Second question: A church is a place for…?
Discuss what a church provides for its believers. Interview some people, maybe staff, parents, teachers. Start a big data wall chart (This is what we are finding out…) Create symbols to represent what a church provides and holds.

Art: Students create a picture of a church with opening doors. Inside the doors with have symbols of what a church represents.

Week 4: Third question: does the church have a birthday?
The Story of Pentecost (Acts 1:1-14 and Acts 2:1-41)
Following a general discussion on birthdays ask the children: when is the church’s birthday? Interview staff/parents/teachers to find out if anything special happens in church on Pentecost. Look at pictures of church celebrations of Pentecost.
Introduce or develop the concept that Pentecost is the birthday of the church.

Read a biblical account of Pentecost.

Children then retell the story of the Pentecost.

Create a role play to present at chapel.
Week 5: Practise for Chapel presentation.
	Diagnostic assessment:

Brainstorm.
Discussion

Artworks:
Symbols of church.

Discussions.

Retell.



	Resources
	Week 6: Fourth question: what is the church like?

Images of the Church – Discuss Jesus saying, “I am the vine, you are the branches.” Christians believe and live this. 

Show the children a piece of vine branch with leaves attached. 

Talk about the functions of the branch, the vine and the leaves.

Christians believe that Jesus is the vine and that they are the branches.
Invite some guests to describe – in simple terms for the children – how they try to be the branches. Add this information to the wall data chart.

Discuss what happens as the vine continues to grow (produces fruit).

Read Bible (John 15:5a)

Discuss the function of the church to serve others and be a witness to Jesus.

What does this mean? 

Record student service statements on vine leaf shaped picture. Display with the churches and symbols of church. 
Week 7: Fifth question: How does the church operate in the local community?
Talk about some ways that churches do this. Bring people in again to share what they do, or find pictures, or take pictures at church and where possible encourage the students to share what happens in their church. Add all of this information to the growing data chart.
Refer students to the vine and the ‘bearing of fruit’.

What does this mean? Accept students responses leading them to the idea that Jesus wants people to ‘share the faith with the community’ and that this is called being a ‘witness’.

Students are given a piece of paper with 6 circles on it. They write and draw 6 things that churches do for the community.

Week 8: Sharing
Children invite another class to the classroom and explain all the things they have found out about church – on their big chart. Arrange a special time for parents to be come to class. Each student explains what some of the questions were, how they found their information, and what they found out.

Week 9: Serving the community.
All people can help in community.

Come up with a way that we can serve in the community as a group.

Devise a plan to act on next week.
Week 10: Serve the community.
Put our plan into action.
	Discussion

Questioning

Work samples.

Work samples

Explaining learning to others


	Stories from a variety of Children’s Bibles: 

Bible Verses:

For God so loved (John 3:16)

I am the vine (John 15:1)

The Great commission (Matthew 28)

I am the way (John 14:6)

A new commandment (John 13:34-45)

Your word is a lamp unto my path 

I am the light of the world.

Art materials.

Vine leaves.
Access to the local chapel and time to meet Pastor Adrian and Chaplain Di.

	
	


